SOCIALISM 


Socialism 


J70R  HUNDREDS  OF  YEARS  MANKTND  DREAMED  OF  A 

world  of  plenty,  a  world  in  which  no  man  would  have 
power  to  exploit  or  oppress  his  fellows,  where  art  and  science 
could  flourish  and  from  which  war  would  be  banished.  It 
was  this  vision  that  inspired  the  pioneers  of  Socialism  in  every 
country  to  work,  to  struggle  and  to  give  their  lives. 

But  to-day  in  one-sixth  of  the  world  it  is  no  longer  a 
dream.  The  Soviet  people  have  shown  that  Socialism  can  be 
made  a  living  reality.  In  peace  and  war  they  have  proved 
that  it  is  a  better,  more  efficient  and  more  inspiring  system 
of  society  than  any  other.  As  one  of  the  earliest  visitors  to 
the  young  Soviet  Union  wrote  :  “  I  have  seen  the  future  and 
it  works  !  ” 

What  was  it  he  had  seen  ? 

He  saw  a  country  in  which  the  means  of  production— 
the  factories,  the  mines,  the  workshops,  the  railways  and  the 
ships,  the  land  and  machinery  to  till  it — are  no  longer  the 
private  property  of  a  handful  of  capitalists  but  belong  to  the 
people,  for  the  use  of  the  people.  (In  Britain  to-day  77  Peers 
own  2,500  square  miles  of  our  land.  One  per  cent,  of  the  people 
own  sixty  per  cent,  of  the  whole  wealth  of  the  nation.  Our 
industry  is  controlled  by  a  few  big  monopolies  :  giant  firms 
and  combines  that  dominate  our  economic  life  in  their  own 
interest.) 
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He  saw  a  country  where,  because  the  means  of  production 
are  socialised,  it  is  possible  to  plan  production  to  meet  the 
needs  of  the  people  ;  and  where,  because  these  needs  are 
continually  growing,  unemployment  is  unknown.  (In  Britain 
between  the  wars  the  monopolists  consistently  restricted  pro¬ 
duction  in  order  to  keep  up  their  profits  :  unemployment  varied 
from  one  and  a  half  to  three  millions  ;  over  2  million  acres  of 
farm  land  were  allowed  to  go  out  of  cultivation.  Yet  while 
children  were  starving  in  the  distressed  areas,  wheat  was  being 
burned  and  fish  thrown  back  into  the  sea.) 

He  saw  a  country  where  the  factories  and  the  farms,  the 
schools  and  the  theatres,  the  housing  estates,  the  hospitals  and 
the  rest  homes  not  only  belong  to  the  ordinary  .people,  but 
are  planned  and  controlled  by  them.  And  most  important  of 
all  he  saw  that,  because  of  these  changing  conditions,  people 
themselves  are  being  changed.  Men  and  women,  working 
side  by  side  in  equal  partnership,  have  a  new  sense  of  their 
power,  of  their  dignity  and  stature. 

The  supreme  title  to  honour  is  work  by  hand  and  by 
brain  :  work,  for  a  common  purpose.  Engine  drivers  and 
doctors,  miners  and  novelists,  tractor  drivers  and  teachers  share 
the  responsibility  of  representing  the  people.  (In  Britain  more 
than  70  per  cent,  of  our  children  receive  no  schooling  at  all  after 
the  age  of  fourteen  :  while  at  the  universities  only  I  in  every  9 
of  the  students  comes  from  a  State  School.  The  highest  positions 


in  the  civil  service,  in  the  Army  and  Navy,  in  law  and  medicine, 
are  almost  exclusively  recruited  from  the  public  schools  and 
universities.  In  the  present  House  of  Commons  nearly  40  per 
cent,  of  the  M.P.’s  either  have  a  title  or  are  related  by  marriage 
to  the  aristocracy  ;  and  whereas  75  per  cent,  of  the  Labour 
members  have  only  had  an  elementary  school  education,  68  per 
cent,  of  the  Tories  attended  a  university.) 

Such  is  the  reality  of  Socialism  in  contrast  to  the  reality 
of  Capitalism.  But  what  the  Soviet  peoples  have  done  the 
British  people  can  do,  and  we  can  begin  to  do  it  now. 

As  Harry  Pollitt  said  at  the  Congress  of  the  Communist 
Party  in  October,  1944  : 

“  We  are  fighting  for  the  present  and  the  future  of  the 
British  people  and  our  policy  will  do  two  things  :  build  the 
foundations  on  which  Britain  for  the  people  can  be  constructed, 
and  through  this,  hasten  the  mass  movement  in  the  direction 
of  securing  the  conquest  of  power  and  the  establishment  of 
Socialism.” 


If  you  wish  to  know  more  about  other  questions  of 
Communist  Policy ,  advice  on  reading  material, 
or  details  of  membership.,  write  to  : — 

COMMUNIST  PARTY,  PROPAGANDA  DEPARTMENT, 

]  6,  King  Street,  London,  W.C.2  (Tem.  Bar  2151) 
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